The MNlawarra is home to one of
Australia’s leading furniture makers,
Rob Chapman, who had recently
won the industry’s major award.

it a srrall workahop wathin an heemiad conples
m Unanderm, Sorninure-maker Rob Chapran
Jovingly runs hiv hand acrods the back of 2 woodn
chair that he and his apprentice have made. He i thar
wikcing ferniture i hugehe sathdying: what he saoys
warrten] to dh, b Die dbay mercrsdes on the (500 e he
it one of anby 3 handiil of ardond lefr; thar che
“ineduestry hax all but been decinmiated by the Eve nuarkes
peni

Tencleed, rrumse of (i Sureture et Austrlians Dy
todey 13 imporsed. It ofien mas produced wing cheap
labeur, and it thercfore more afosdable than LLob
furninire, which B hand-made using fine Ausmlan
tirrfaers wand crafied o owithin an inch of s e ATl the
sammie, it domin't soomn right wr fu.

*Azn't we condoning the ue of cheap bibour by
buving all these impomod producs?” ks Heb,

11e can't undencind the econony of buving
fitraihire that - a fow years down the ack - Gl apant
arsd gets thaowa wu the justk bieap T e Dave been
cheaper 1n the bopnung, bat it s0on needs replacing.”
he wny.

Thankfully, 2 growing number ot buavers are waking
up o this, choosing fmeead to commision et like
Rob,

"My clienn approciate hand-mads objects, and the
fact tha: timber becomes niore beauntul over ame.

These are the antiques of amormom:”

Rob range includés everyehing o ddaboan
dining suites 1o heds and coffee able, made our o
Tosmanian bleckwiod, white ah andd cear, Tt s
mniflueniced by Astan and Auvseulin are, s well 2 ch
work of spanish archiccer. Anconso Caudt,

“lrx 2001, when conramplagng nne nexe collec
ook a trip o Darcelona and ww the exoaordinary
wiwrk of Gandi” explairs Robs T was blown awa,
anly by the style, but by the idea et someune o
mefine to be confined o 2 partculer ivic, or o ma
SOmMCthing o 2 price.”

Puob finz bepan muldng farninre & the ripe o
of sx. Boch hos goeat grandfather and grandfather »
heaaly imobed in che budlding made with the fanr
comipany Fuobers Wall & Som, credived with bald
some of Sydneys Gnes stuctused, Including the
Crovernment Savings Tlank {nowe Commanmaealth
Bartk) in Martin Ple

Fuob grew up in the nerthern suburbs of Sydn
and praduased forn che Unbveritty of Technology
a degree in Applied Science [Building). Due, just 2
graduated, theee wat 2 major duanap in the building
induniry. So, whicn a fricod suggetad dhey sart a
murkeang uincs, Rob jumpad & the oppormm
and bevames very very meoocndial,

"W started off with jusz ane of tan chenx b
business, nushomed to the paing where we had
of the bigest client @ Australia The busines wis
suceestitl, bue the sopovement level wai low: | finalk
cume o the conclunon that ths was ot the bic &
s [ stasted resmasching the fAarmiare Tusines and |
w satall comnenrdty of Rt suken whio offes
3 lot of suppore, It was merpdably refreshing ater o
world chat | had come thom, which was all about
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“While | want the business to be suc
axﬁsﬁcpmmxil.plamh@ymjustmahc vag
small group of clients who appreciate what

is more of &
im trying to do.
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‘“‘He can’t understand the economy of buying
r furniture that - a few years down the track -
fm falls apart and gets thrown on the ]un.lj heap.”
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At one powy : brasiness oo "moasdhroored ™ 1o

the point where Roab was <o :'III'-u:. HERFIGTET the

5 chat he had oo diee o So, now he has

AIEE.

his chaten art farm
rrv 0l biringing n cxt weame, he has

shwork claset in S

"The Best ot e Best”
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“I used my
previous
marketing
experience to
really push
myself in the
year following




